rocky A sense of place: it is

mountain difficult to define, but

land library immediately understood
when experienced. Does it

buffalo come from the land—the

peaksranch ________ scuffed ground beneath our
= boots, the chill sky above—
or does it come from the
culture that inhabits that
land—the people and their
buildings? Perhaps the best
answer is that it comes from
both. Indeed, the two are so
entwined they seem to share
common roots: feeding each

other, interdependent, a single
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program

The American West has a sense

of place. Sure, we lose that sense
sometimes when we spend much

of our time in cities, or when we
grow up here and know no different.
G e But the West is a Place, we have

The Rocky Mountain Land Library, a non-profit 20,000 volume collection, only to visit the grassy prairies, the
seeks to extend our knowledge of the land, and to build within each of us the

ideals of stewardship and responsibility for our collective resource: the living expansive deserts’ or the mountains
ground at our feet. and their valleys to know it.

Often, the notion of the ‘authentic’
- is something we think we can find
and experience: Colorado’s mountain
Buffalo ;’eas Rgngh is an 1§60$ sheep and cattle ranch Iocajte;d in Sputh Park, resorts Ofte N Man Ufa cture an d
s sty advertise such experiences. But the
oumedihe Gty af oot Temddefokoresoun QUTHENTICis @ tricky notion—as soon
Platte, which bisects the site, must remain open for public use. as we th|nk we have |t’ |t Slips away

from us.




site concept

The Rehabilitated Site

Left: A cluster of 3 barns on the eastern edge of the ranch
were chosen to rehabilitate into the Land Library.

Below: Site analysis diagrams.

Bottom: Master plan showing rehabilitated uses. The Land
Library is in the bottom-right corner. Note the Library
rotation in response to the existing building orientations.
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building concept

Vernacularism has o
7\ LW

a bad rap. EU|Id|ng N
vernacular is not . | |

. 1. existing building cluster 2."pin" together with new 3. enclose outdoor space
all tin corrugated construction spine
roofs and L
clapboard siding. e
It is a series of N
principles that tie f
a construction to = |
itS Site—tO the 4. turn away from prevailing 5. spine as equalizer and 6. spine as shelter in the
sun, Wind, earth, northwest winds and organizer landscape

open up to southeast

and water which

bless it. Vernacular
building is a mode, ™ L
a method, not a .
Style. 7. pivot door effect - Library 8. building parti i

is pushed out and the \ R
land invited in




How then, do we capture the spirit of this
Place when we build? How do we capture
the‘authentic, and yet avoid replication?
If true contextual vernacularism is “of its
place and time” then our imperative must
be to build in a way that ties the past with
the present, history with contemporary
context, and the land with the people.
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courtyard from north loggia



rocky mountain

land library

/ ///
13 ’ ¢
Key
1 Entry 6 Kitchenette 11 Loggia
2 Stacks 7 Storage 12 Courtyard

d ﬂ | 3 Reading Area 8 Mechanical 13 Path to‘Ranch’
groun oor p an m 4 Hearth 9 Work Space 14 Path to land

5 Restroom 10 Classroom/Workshop 15 “Pivot doors”



sections

section a & passive building systems
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old meets new detail

roof assembly (green coated standing seam roof assembly ( zinc-finish standing seam roofing,
roofing, membrane, OSB sheathing, rigid membrane, OSB sheathing, rigid insulation,
insulation, plywood interior finish) plywood interior finish)
on original barn structure

6 x 6 rough-cut pine purlins on pine built-up truss
coated metal fascia

original barn structure (2x10 rafters 16" oc
on 6x6 beams and columns 7' oc)

zinc fascia masks gutter

8”SIPS panel surface mounted to —— slit window (separates old and new)

original wood column grid with

corrugated steel cladding r 8" dense concrete block (solid fill for thermal mass)

window set in front of original barn column

radiant floor

IS
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radiant floor

12" concrete monolithic slab

12" concrete monolithic slab

insulation insulation

cast-in-place concrete footing cast-in-place concrete footing

forest green reclaimed corrugated  original barn plywood interior zinc standing seam concrete block wall reclaimed wood
standing seam steel cladding from structure (typical) finish of SIPS panels  roofing (spine) (spine) for entry cavity
roofing (existing existing siding wall screen

structures)



building model

isolated library old and new pinned together site and structure

protected entry loggia around a courtyard existing fences define approach
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~___ Through this project, an experience

of the American West was created—
one devoid of kitschy costumes

and manufactured storefronts—an
experience of contemporary spaces for
contemporary uses responding to and
enhancing the surrounding cultural
landscape. In the end, a Place for the

Library was found.



