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FA Disability Committee (DisC)
Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2025, 12:00-1:00 PM
Committee Members Present:
Colleen Donnelly (Chair), CLAS/English
Thorsten Spehn (VC and Secretary), CLAS/PolSci
Matthew O’Brien
Amy Ferrell, SEHD
Christine Sargent, CLAS/Anthropology
Maureen Melonis, Bioengineering
Pepe Sanchez, SPA 
Sophie Cook, CAM
Caitlin Cooke, AL

Guest:
Gillian Lazzarini, Director DRS

1. Discussion of Food Drive on Campus
2. Minutes from October approved unanimously. 
3. Discussion of CAM Band event
a. Very successful with over 500 registrations
b. Performers really enjoyed themselves, especially the ones who talked about their disabilities
4. November 14th event document accessibility is fully online
5. DRS Director Gillian Lazzarini as guest to discuss collaborative work and/or joint events in the Spring Announcements
a. Setting Up Student Group
b. Collaborative projects
c. Gillian is talking about DRS
i. Search for Assist Dir by March
1. Request to have faculty be on the search committee 
ii. Accommodations
1. Accessibility Issues with the Christmas market
2. Some student complaints about AHEC, not easy to cross campus
3. Faculty focus groups on specific issues
a. i.e. testing accommodations
b. other areas—flexibility of assignments
iii. creating stability at DRS, lots of personnel turnover
iv. large uptick in coaching and EF needs
v. big gap with DRS expanding services
vi. transition program from high school to college creating challenges
vii. how to address generalized anxiety issues with students
viii. First Year Experiences work
1. Bridge classes
2. First Year Working Group
3. Collaboration on this group and issues on the basis of EF
4. Work with early action
a. Students can choose to engage
ix. Use of booklet and instructions 
x. Get faculty involved because students get more involved when they have a personal relationship with faculty
1. Meeting them where they are
xi. Setting up a student group
1. Student event (potentially in Spring)
2. Suggest Student Names for next meeting
3. Sending a letter to students
a. Spreading awareness
b. Speaking about experiences
· Other Ideas
· Freedom Service Dogs
· Non-Accessible Points on Campus
· Reporting (what is the process?)
· Who to report to?
· Accommodation Parking
· Nobody knows that it exists
· Unclear instructions
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