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FA Disability Committee 
Meeting Notes from March 11, 2026, 12:00-1 PM
Committee Members Present:
Colleen Donnelly (Chair), English
Thorsten Spehn (Vice Chair and Secretary), Political Science
Maureen Melonis, Bioengineering
Kyle Ehrhardt, Business
Pepe Sánchez, SPA
Matthew O’Brien, Business
Christine Sargent
Amy Ferrell, SEHD
Caitlin Cook, AL
Sophie Cook, CAM

Guest: FA Chair Wendy Bolyard

1) Minutes approved with one person abstaining due to absence during the last meeting.
2) Student Group Update
a. Meeting on 3/10/26
i. Students are working on constitution and designation of caretaker officers
ii. Student group will start being active in Fall 2026
3) Semester Activity updates
a. Paws for Break May 6th (11-2 PM)
i. Freedom Dogs
ii. The issue of a $500 donation
iii. Matt and Wendy are looking into finding some funds
b. EF Tools Project
i. April 3rd Meeting with Neecee Matthews-Bradshaw
1. Beta-testing during the summer 
2. Offer EF workshops in Fall
3. Empowering the learning center
4. Helping students identify potential issues and what they need help with
5. Accompanying brochure for faculty
c. Classroom elevator issue
i. elevators get stuck in North Classroom Building
ii. faculty with disability is being affected
iii. Complaints with facilities are not leading to change 
iv. Facilities argument is cost
d. Flyers to advertise our activities and available resources for distribution and discussion with colleges in Fall 20
e. FYI: Accessibility Pedagogy page of the FADisC
i. Resources on topics like Ableism, Executive Functioning, language use
ii. trainings on demand and in different formats
iii. Pages on faculty accommodations
iv. Recordings of Past events
4) Update and debrief on DAC Meeting by Dr. Wendy Boylan, FA Chair.
a. We were presented a fancy slide deck about their activities
b. IT has taken control of the DAC
c. Lacking faculty representation on several subcommittees 
d. need for a faculty-led digital content implementation
e. important for faculty to have a seat at the table
f. Beth Myers with take over from Antonio Farias 
g. frustration in FA about funding from faculty affairs and the budget
h. No faculty input in the change towards digital accessibility
i. Chico state (hierarchical model) instead of the initially-embraced horizontal model. 
ii. Starting with clean slate working with Beth
iii. No system-level disability committee
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