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Purpose: To define procedures for the safe conduct of research visits for COVID positive participants, including 
procedures for entrance and exit from the CTRC to minimize contact with other people and maintain safety for CTRC 
staff, other researchers, other research participants, and other people in the Leprino building. 

Audience/User: All CTRC Users and CTRC Staff 

Applicable Protocols: All COVID protocols enrolling COVID positive participants who are requesting use of the UCH OP 
CTRC negative flow room.  

1. Research participants who have tested positive for COVID-19 will park in the Leprino Garage.  They will meet a 
member of the Research Team on the front steps outside of the Leprino Office Building. 
https://thesource.uchealth.org/Departments/HR/OD/Documents/Maps/UCH-ParkingMap-Metro.pdf 

2. The member of the research team will wear a mask and will also provide a surgical or procedure mask for the 
participant to wear. The research participant will be instructed that they must wear the mask during the entire 
research visit. 

3. The research team member will provide the participant with hand sanitizer and ask the participant to sanitize 
their hands.  

4. The research participant will be instructed not to touch any surfaces during travel through the Leprino building to 
the CTRC clinic. 

5. The research team member will call the CTRC front desk to obtain permission to proceed with escorting the 
participant to the CTRC clinic. 

6. The research team member will then escort the participant to the east side of the Leprino building (maintaining 
social distancing) and together they will enter the building through the loading dock.  

7. The research team member will escort the participant into the freight elevator, will ensure that no one else is in 
the elevator, and will maintain 6’ social distancing in the elevator.  

8. The research team member and the participant will together take the freight elevator to the 3rd Floor, not 
allowing anyone else to enter the elevator if it should stop on the second floor.   

9. After exiting the freight elevator, the research team member will escort the participant to the north exit door of 
the OP CTRC space.  Another member of the research team or a CTRC staff member will meet them at the door 
and open it to allow them to enter the clinic.  The participant will be escorted directly into the negative flow 
room (Room 10).  This route will ensure that there is no interaction with other people (other participants, 
researcher or CTRC staff) at the front desk.  

10. The exhaust fan in the negative flow room will be started upon entry and will remain on until the terminal clean 
from EVS is completed at the conclusion of the visit.  

11. For research visits that do not require collection of an NP swab, enhanced droplet precautions will be used.  UCH 
infection control guidelines will be followed  
https://thesource.uchealth.org/PaS/Services/infection/uch/PublishingImages/Pages/Public-Health/COVID-
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19EnhancedIsolationPrecautions.pdf  Appropriate signage will be placed on the exam room door and a cart with 
the required PPE will be placed outside the room.  

12. For research visits that require collection of an NP swab, enhanced aerosol precautions will be used and 
appropriate signage will be placed on the exam room door  
https://thesource.uchealth.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/NewsDocumentLibrary/COVID/Enhan
ced-precautions-aerosol-procedure.pdf&action=default 

13. The CTRC check in process will occur in the room.  The participant will be given a parking token at that time.  

14. If the participant needs to use the restroom during the visit, a bedside commode and/or urinal will be brought 
into the room.  

15. Once the visit is completed, the research team will escort the participant out of the building taking the same 
precautions and route to exit the building at the loading dock.  

16. EVS will be notified to perform a terminal clean of the room.  The negative flow room (room 10) will be closed to 
other visits until the terminal clean is completed.   
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