Doctoral Dissertation Checklist

1. Title is clear and concise. 

2. Abstract uses a structured format Background/Rationale, Objective/Purpose, Methods, Results, Conclusion and is within word limit.

3. Include COMIRB/IRB protocol number(s) in your Acknowledgements and Methods Chapter/Section. For live animals, animal tissue or observational animal work, include your IACUC protocol number in your Acknowledgements and Methods Chapter/Section. 
4. Problem is significant and clearly stated.

5. Review of the literature is efficiently summarized. 

6. Limitations of the literature are highlighted and well defined. 

7. Important terms are well defined.

8. Hypotheses or research questions are clearly stated, testable, discoverable, or answerable. 

9. Problem statement, hypotheses, or research questions derive from the review of the literature. Rationale for work is clearly articulated. 

10. Research design is clearly and comprehensively described, and demonstrated to be related to the research questions, and/or hypotheses. 

11. Theoretical or conceptual model/framework used to guide work is well described.

12. Methods of data collection are clearly presented and demonstrated to be related to the research questions/hypotheses. 

13. Plans for analysis whether quantitative or qualitative are clearly stated and justified within the context of the research design. 

14. Tables and figures are used effectively. Textual explanation of the tables/figures is provided along with the tables and figures. 

15. Results of the research are presented clearly and address the research questions/hypotheses.

16. Major findings are discussed clearly and related to previous research.

17. Importance of the findings is explained. 

18. The relationship between the research and the findings is demonstrated with tight, logical reasoning. 

19. Conclusions are clearly stated. 

20. Conclusions are based on the results. 

21. Generalizations are confirmed. 

22. Limitations and weakness of the study/body of work are discussed. 

23. Implications of findings to clinical care, research, methods and theory are discussed. 

24. Relationship of the study to previous research is clear. 

25. Suggestions for future research are offered regarding clinical care, research, methods and theory.

26. References are included (usually > 75).

27. Data collection instruments are included in Appendices.

28. IRB submission in Appendices

29. Sentence structure, grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct. 

30. Thesis is clearly written. 

31. Tone is unbiased and impartial.

*Please refer to the PhD Clinical Science Handbook for additional guidance on the structure and content of the doctoral dissertation.  
**Grossly borrowed with some adaptations from J. E. Mauch and J. W. Birch (1998), Guide to the Successful Thesis and Dissertation, Marcel Dekker. 
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