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[bookmark: _Int_tBlf4XCd]Pursuant to Article VII, Sections A–G of the CU Denver Student Government Association Constitution, the Judicial Committee is vested with the authority to investigate, deliberate, and render an opinion on matters of impeachment. The Constitution stipulates that “any elected or appointed member of CU Denver SGA, who fails to substantially fulfill the duties of the office, may be impeached.” Grounds for impeachment include failure to abide by all adopted bylaws, resolutions and this Constitution, violation of university policies and procedures, and any other offenses the Senate sees fit.
Following the filing of Articles of Impeachment by Chief of Staff Laura Zabaleta against Associate Director of Marketing, Bharath Kumar Lakkakula, the Judicial Committee initiated an inquiry process within the ten-business-day requirement to assess all relevant evidence, attendance records, and communications pertaining to the charges.
IT IS THE OPINION OF THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE that the following facts are uncontested: The defendant accumulated six (6) unexcused absences (September 12, September 19, October 3, October 17, October 31, and November 7) with no absence forms submitted, directly violating the attendance policy outlined in SGA Bylaws Article IV, Section C. The defendant failed to attend mandatory SGA training and did not participate in the Lynx Day of Service, both of which are compulsory requirements for all SGA members to ensure institutional engagement and representation.
Neglect of Duties and Lack of Engagement:
The Committee found no demonstrable progress or initiatives from the Associate Director of Marketing throughout the Fall 2025 semester. This lack of performance hindered Marketing and Public Relations functions and placed an unfair burden on other officers.
Failure to Attend Executive Meeting and Communicate Appropriately:
The defendant failed to attend a scheduled Executive meeting on October 20, 2025, only notifying the Chief of Staff fifteen minutes after the scheduled start time that he was out of state due to internship commitments. These repeated failures collectively constitute neglect of official duties, non-compliance with SGA policies, and conduct unbecoming of an appointed officer under the governing framework of the CU Denver SGA.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Constitutional standard for impeachment is whether an officer has “failed to substantially fulfill the duties of the office.” The Committee interprets “substantial fulfillment” as requiring consistent engagement, accountability, and adherence to both the procedural and ethical obligations of office.
Associate Director Lakkakula’s record demonstrates a sustained pattern of neglect that undermines the efficiency and credibility of SGA. Attendance policies are not symbolic; they ensure that student representatives can function as a cohesive body. By failing to appear for multiple meetings, trainings, and service obligations, the defendant violated the core expectations of participation and representation.
Furthermore, the absence of any meaningful contributions or initiative in his role as Associate Director of Marketing constitutes a failure to perform the substantive responsibilities of his position. His conduct reflects a disregard for the collaborative standards required within a student-led government.
[bookmark: _Int_5nhTcAxx]While the Committee recognizes that academic and professional obligations may arise, the lack of communication and accountability further aggravates these violations rather than mitigates them. SGA positions demand transparency and proactive coordination—standards which were not met in this case.
NOW THERFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, based on the factual record and constitutional standards, the Judicial Committee finds that Associate Director Bharath Kumar Lakkakula has failed to substantially fulfill the duties of his office in violation of Article VII of the CU Denver SGA Constitution and Article IV of the Bylaws.
Accordingly, the Judicial Committee recommends impeachment and removal from office as the appropriate remedy to preserve the integrity, accountability, and operational effectiveness of the Student Government Association.
[bookmark: _Int_1fMoFbNt]NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED; it is the decision of the Judicial Committee that: The Senate be notified of this opinion and the recommendation for impeachment. The impeachment and removal proceedings continue in accordance with Article VII, Section E of the Constitution. The vacant position be filled pursuant to the procedures outlined in Article VII, Section F (Vacancies).

Signed,
Chief Justice, Polumbus
Date: 11/5/2025
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