[image: ]
Senate Meeting
Friday, April 4, 2025
1:00 PM
I. Call to Order: Call to Order at 1:00 pm	
II. Roll Call: Completed by Chief of Staff Gough
III. Land and Labor Acknowledgement: Completed by Vice President Mauro
The CU Denver Student Government Association, and the Auraria Campus as a whole, is located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the sovereign tribal nations: Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Ute Nations. This land was also the site of trade, healing, hunting, and gathering for other Indigenous Nations. SGA recognizes that Indigenous peoples are the original stewards of this land. Our Association recognizes the painful history of genocide and forced removal from this territory and pay our respect to the diverse Indigenous peoples still connected to this land. 
SGA also recognizes that the establishment of the Auraria campus was made possible by the forced removal of residents and destruction of the Auraria neighborhood, where families lived, worked, and worshiped together. 
We also acknowledge that the foundations of the United States, the State of Colorado and other institutions were laid on the exploitation of enslaved Africans and their descendants. These enslaved individuals were uprooted from their homes, stripped of their fundamental rights, and were forced to perform hard labor. 
May this acknowledgement allow you to reflect on your duties as a member of SGA and how we can best serve the Indigenous peoples of our community.
IV. Adoption of the Agenda: Motion to adopt the agenda by Senator Leaser, Seconded by Senator Elliot
V. Approval of Minutes from March 14: Motion by Senator Elliot to approve the minutes from March 14, seconded by Senator Vega.
VI. Public Comment:
VII. Reports:
a. President: Savannah is currently focused on the provost search, along with various meetings throughout the week. We've also been coordinating transition documents. As Chief of Staff, I’ve been busy welcoming and supporting our wonderful new hires.
b. [bookmark: _Int_uea8ZEeP]Civic Engagement: Preparing for Nourish Now, happening in two weeks. We’ll be posting flyers and tabling soon to promote it. We're also collaborating with TSAC and ASCP for Earth Week, supporting costs and tabling. We’re helping with the cultural event on the 29th. Meanwhile, Civics has been working on transition documents and planning next steps for tabling and the reflection space.
c. College Council: Currently wrapping up transition documents and our presentation over the next two weeks. We’ve welcomed two new College Council members and are planning a meeting with the Dean.
d. Finance & Funding: It’s been a hectic week as we are nearing the end of our budget. A few funding requests are tabled, and once approved, we'll be closing applications. We've already notified student orgs about funding. Next week, we might have a presenter and will also begin working on our transition documents.
e. Judicial: Working through transitioning documents.  
f. Public Relations: This week has been focused on prepping for elections and finishing the 'Meet the Candidates' document with headshots and bios for the Elections website.
g. SACAB: We passed a resolution supporting students, similar to our SGA’s. We decided to push our bylaws presentation to May, so we have more time to prep and work with the Board of Directors. The RTD survey is extended to the 18th, so we’ll be doing more marketing to boost participation before making any formal recommendation. Also, the Public Safety Building survey still needs more responses. We’re hoping to table during elections to promote SACAB. We’ll start transition planning later in May.
h. SSRC: Had to reschedule the SSCR presentation with Cassy from ASCP, she thought it was this week, but it's now set for the 18th. If anyone asks for help, feel free to send them my email.
i. [bookmark: _Int_2hGfSfrn]Advisor: It’s National Volunteer Week. We'll be in North classroom from 11–3 making dog and cat toys. We're also looking for 5 volunteers to help at Ronald McDonald House. Let me know if you’re interested or have any questions
j. Ex Officio: N/A
VIII. New Business:
a. New Member Swearing In
· Representative Thapa, Representative Le and Justice Polumbus have been sworn in.
b. Culture Fusion Fest Presentation (1:30 PM)
· Presented by Senator Vega, Layla Duong and Joanna Sanchez
· The event is intended to foster unity across the tri-institutional campus (CCD, CU Denver, MSU), spotlight underrepresented communities (notably Asian and Hispanic students), and act as a steppingstone toward a larger multicultural day in the fall. Marketing will be handled via flyers and social media, with club tabling to connect students to campus life.
· Multiple schools are sharing the cost: CCD Student Government is covering the venue and police officers due to the bull. CU Denver Alpha is funding decorations and part of the event planning. MSU Student Life is contributing to food truck coordination. Free food will include empanadas and aguas frescas (donated by a parent-run company). Credit Union of Denver is sponsoring raffle prizes and helping students connect with MSU and CU Denver.
· Representative Valdez: I really love the idea of this event, especially how institutional it feels, which I think we don’t tap into enough. I love ACPD, but why is there a need for police presence at a mechanical bull event? Usually, they’re only around when alcohol is being served.
· CCD Rep: That’s actually something we discussed in depth with AHEC early on. For safety reasons, they required us to have officers present, especially with the mechanical bull and the piñata. Since the event is happening outside Turnhalle, in that big circular area with heavy foot traffic, they want to make sure everything runs smoothly and there are no safety or fire hazards. The venue is finalized, and once the diagram is ready, we’ll share it with you all.
· Senator Halember: I think this is a great event you’re putting together, and I’d love to give you all credit for it. I already asked Jalissa a lot of questions earlier in the SGA office, so I feel like everything’s been clarified.
· CCD Rep: I also want to add that this isn’t meant to be a one-time event, we’re really hoping to make it an annual tradition. I did try to collaborate with ASA, but they’re super busy, and I completely understand since it was a last-minute request. We also hoped to bring in CU Boulder performers to highlight their presence and diverse performance groups, but it didn’t work out this time. Hopefully, we can make that happen in the fall and continue building this into an annual event.
· Chief of Staff Gough: Have you all considered an alternative plan in case of inclement weather, since the event is close to the end of the semester?
· CCD Rep: We’re currently working with AHEC to explore backup options. The event is scheduled right outside Turnhalle, but Turnhalle itself is booked until 3:00 PM on April 29. We’re closely monitoring the weather and seeing if it’s possible to adjust that booking. Indoor spaces are limited this time of year, but Kevin from AHEC is helping us keep an eye out for any changes or openings.
· Chief of Staff Gough: If you could speak more on the food truck minimums, especially in the case of bad weather and if those minimums aren’t met. I know you’re still in talks, but I’m curious whether SGA funds would cover that gap and what the estimated minimums are, since they can be pretty high for larger events.
· CCD Rep: We’re looking at having Spanish and Asian food trucks. Mike, who works with Patrick from MSU’s Budget Committee, has been helping us with this. He’s done a lot of research on food trucks for large events and has some personal contacts, so he’s hopeful we can negotiate lower minimums. One estimate he shared was between $900–$1200 per truck, but there’s a chance some may waive the minimums if we can guarantee strong student turnout. Mike is following up with his contacts and will update us soon.
· Chief of Staff Gough: Another question I have is about the mechanical bull. I know some of our members have already spoken with you, so I may have missed it, but I heard the company providing it is connected to your parent’s event business. Since this involves student funds, could you speak to whether there’s any potential conflict of interest?
· CCD Rep: The company started in 2021 and there’s no conflict of interest regarding how payments are handled. We matched the $500 rate to stay competitive with others in the market and set a fair standard. If you have any questions about safety, we’ve had multiple experiences and have implemented stage protocols to ensure everything runs smoothly.
· Chief of Staff Gough: Do you happen to have an Excel breakdown of the costs per institution and how the funds are being allocated?
· CCD Rep: We got the bill passed with our student government today, so I’m currently the main contact for the treasurers. I’ve started a draft, though it’s still a bit disorganized since we just had a meeting Tuesday to finalize who’s covering what and ensure fairness across schools. Once it’s cleaned up and I have the direct expenses from each school, I’ll share it with everyone and send it your way too.
c. Student Services Fee Restructure Proposal (2:00 PM)
· Presented by Jen St. Peter, Associate Vice Chancellor for Budget
· Motion by Senator Elliot to move into Committee of the Whole
· Rescinded
· Senator Leaser: Where did this recommendation come from?
· AVC St. Peter: My office has been exploring a restructure like this for several years. The Central Budget Office took over managing the budget about two years ago, and that’s when we saw how difficult it was to track expenses moving between areas. After meeting with leaders and professional staff, it became clear this was a common challenge. This proposal is a response to those concerns. I'm also hopeful students will support it, because it thoughtfully funds services and activities that directly enhance student life, beyond just academics.
· Motion by Senator Halember to add Chief Justice Zabaleta to Roll call, seconded by Senator Vega.
· Chief Justice Zabaleta: How do you plan to measure success a year after implementing the restructuring?
· AVC St. Peter: My hope is that we’ll see less back-and-forth with budgets and expenses, and more streamlined operations across all student fee funded areas. I plan to check in with area leaders after a year to get their feedback. We'll need to closely monitor things like professional development and travel, supporting staff without over or underfunding any area. These are the same areas that present to you through the SSRC process in the fall, so feel free to ask them directly if they’re experiencing any challenges.
· Senator Halember: Where does this general fund come from? 
· AVC St. Peter: Our general fund mainly comes from two sources: student tuition and state funding, which together make up about 95% of it. So really, most of our funding comes from students and their families. It’s just a matter of which type of funding you want to see supporting the different services CU Denver provides.
· Representative Valdez: Thank you for your presentation. I really appreciate the idea of restructuring, especially around professional funds. Since more funding will come from the general fund, have there been discussions about keeping student input, like through SSRC, to ensure there’s still feedback even if it's less student fee-funded?
· AVC St. Peter: I want to be clear that the SSRC process is meant to be funding-source agnostic. Unlike the old SFRC, which focused only on fee-funded areas, SSRC includes any area directly serving students. I’ve already spoken with the associate vice chancellors and made it clear that regardless of whether funding shifts to the general fund, they are still expected to present to you. I'm also hopeful that the SSRC bylaws reflect this expectation.
· Chief of Staff Gough: Thank you for speaking with us today. I was wondering if you could share more about the timeline, how long do you expect it will take to approve this process change, and then how long for your office to implement the funding shift?
· AVC St. Peter: Assuming we don't get feedback that suggests this is the wrong move, we plan to implement the changes on July 1st, for fiscal year 26. We're currently preparing the budget, but there’s still time to gather any feedback you might have. We’re happy to discuss it further, and we’ll roll out the budgets for planning in mid-May to start on July 1st.
· Justice Polumbus: You mentioned the other fee being $30 less, do you have an actual estimate for how much this one would be?
· AVC St. Peter: The student services fee is currently $185 per term. When we built the budget for the new mental health and well-being fee, it was initially $92. By removing the $28,000 for case management and around $900,000 from the counseling center, the fee will be reduced to $155, meaning the net change for students will be an increase of $62 per term.
· Senator Leaser: There’s no change to the overall spending, but how do you see student fees being incentivized or any changes in that regard?
· AVC St. Peter: Fees are restrictive, and I’m careful about how they’re spent. One concern is that this fee has stayed at $185 since COVID, while enrollment has decreased, and costs have risen. The revenue has been dropping, so we’ll have to make tough decisions about balancing the budget without repeatedly increasing the fee. We want to be mindful about how we serve students and avoid asking for fee hikes.
d. Senate Bill 2024-25-35 Allocation Request for KYR Ad-Hoc Committee’s Involvement in Tri-Institutional Multicultural Event  
· Motion by Senator Elliot to table SB2024-25-35 until next senate session, Seconded by Senator Leaser
· Vote of Affirmation: 15-0-0
e. Senate Bill 2024-25-36 Supportive Funding Request for ASCP Earth Week  
· Presented by Senator Vega
· Friendly amendment by Senator Leaser on line 9 to change “alternative community event” to “alternative transit event,” accepted by Senator Vega.
· Motion by Director Mwambo to vote on Senate Bill 2024-25-36, seconded by Director Thomason.  
· 5-minute recess
· Roll Call Vote: 15-0-0
· SB2024-25-36 PASSED
f. Senate Bill 2024-25-37 Allocation Request for Civic Engagement Committee’s Food Nourish Now Initiative  
· Presented by Senator Leaser
· Chief Justice Zabaleta: Do you have a spreadsheet with the items you’ll be purchasing and distributing to students?
· Friendly amendment by Director Thomason to strike “the items listed above” and replace it with “of various food items,” accepted by Senator Leaser.
· Senator Vega: The spreadsheet has been posted in the comments and under this week's Senate. I'm updating access now.
· Motion by Senator Elliott to vote on Senate Bill 2024-25-37, seconded by Senator Vega.
· Roll Call Vote: 15-0-0
IX. General Business from the Floor: 
· Representative Craig: Regarding the Board of Regents meeting next week, some of us from the Know Your Rights Committee will speak during public comment about our resolution. The United Campus Workers Union has also created a petition related to the cost of living for on-campus or nearby residents. Let me know if anyone is interested in attending.
· Chief Justice Zabaleta: I attended the Undocupeers training, and they asked me to share a list of compiled resources, covering legal support and on-campus services. It's pretty extensive, and I’ll post it in Teams if you're interested. It's definitely worth checking out.
X. Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Senator Vega, Seconded by Senator Elliott
· Adjourned at 2:44 pm
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