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Phoenix, Arizona
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Hazards for Arizona Workers

Source: (Left) Flickr Creative Commons,  (Right) Thom Wilson
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Background

Building an occupational health 

surveillance program in Arizona
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Goals

• Improve knowledge

• Identify areas of concern

• Improve partnerships

• Promote awareness 



Health and Wellness for all Arizonans

WestON

Participation in 

WestON led to 

collaboration with the 

University of Arizona
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Overcoming Challenges

• Getting Data

• Workers 
compensation data 
access

• Absent 
industry/occupation 
on hospital 
discharge

Photo: Jorge Franganillo



Health and Wellness for all Arizonans

Stakeholder Engagement

• Arizona Department of Health Services

• Arizona Division of Occupational Safety & Health

• Arizona Industrial Commission

• Council of State & Territorial Epidemiologists

• University of Arizona

• University of Colorado, Mountain and Plains ERC

• University of California, Davis, Western Center for 
Agricultural Health and Safety
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Areas of Concern

Monitoring

Benchmarking

Resource Allocation

Focusing
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Successes

• Occupational Health Indicator Report

• Development of Occupational Health 

Surveillance Website

• Networking  
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CSTE Report Cover
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Occupational Health Website
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Extreme Heat in Arizona 

114 Days Over 100 

Degrees F in Phoenix

128 degrees F, Record 

High, June 29, 1994, 

Lake Havasu City
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Heat-Related Illness

In 2014,

• 2,170 ED Visits

• 494 Inpatient 

Admissions
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Heat-Related Deaths

• (2003-2014)

– 154 Heat-Related Deaths Annually
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Work-Related Heat Illness

Inpatient Admissions 

Year Admissions Total charges Median charge
Total 

days

Median 

days

2014 15 $       730,546 $       23,276 69 2.0

Emergency Department Visits
Year Visits Total charges Median charge Total days

2014 100 $       497,886 $         3,490 22
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YouTube Video Link: https://youtu.be/HGO-hddrdRo
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Lessons Learned

• Open Dialogue

• Partnerships

• Flexibility
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Contact Information

Matthew Roach, MPH

Epidemiology Program Manager

matthew.roach@azdhs.gov
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