
The University of Colorado Denver
Plan for Compliance with National Science Foundation (NSF) Requirement 

for Instruction in the Responsible Conduct of Research

I.  Background and NSF Requirement

The responsible and ethical conduct of research (RCR) is critical for the excellence, as well as the public trust, in science and engineering.   Consequently, education in RCR is considered essential in the preparation of future scientists and engineers.

Effective January 4, 2010 and pursuant to Section 7009 of the America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Technology, Education and Science (COMPETES) Act (42 U.S.C. 1862o-1), NSF requires each institution that applies for financial assistance to certify they have an RCR plan to provide instruction in RCR to undergraduate students, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers participating in the proposed research project.

II. Institutional Responsibilities

With the submission of grant applications to NSF, UC Denver’s Office of Grants and Contracts will certify that all trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) who will be supported by NSF to conduct research will receive appropriate training and oversight in RCR.
In order for UC Denver to provide an institutional certification to NSF, UC Denver has implemented a RCR Training Plan as outlined in this procedure.    The procedure and training shall be maintained and updated on a routine basis.
III.   Training Plan

All trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) who are supported by NSF grants or are participating in a NSF funded research project, shall receive appropriate RCR training as follows:

1.  On-line Training

All trainees(undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) shall complete the RCR Module appropriate to their discipline through the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) within eight (8) weeks of being supported by or participating in a NSF sponsored research project.
 The available courses include:  
a. RCR in Biomedical research

b. RCR in Social and Behavioral Science research

c. RCR in Physical Science research

d. RCR in Humanities research

e. RCR in Engineering research

All trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) shall provide the Principal Investigator will a copy of the RCR Certificate for completed courses to be maintained with the research records.

2.  Ongoing Mentoring 

All trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) shall receive continuing education in RCR topics specific to their research setting during the course of the participation in the NSF research project.   The mentoring shall be overseen by the Principal Investigator.  Documentation of the mentored activities shall be maintained by the Principal Investigator as part of the research records.  Mentored activities may include interactive discussions during individual and group sessions; attendance in formal presentations or educational courses at UC Denver or scientific meetings; and direct research guidance as part of the conduct of the research project.
IV. Principal Investigator Responsibilities

The Principal Investigator (PI) shall be responsible for certifying that the appropriate RCR training for all trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) supported by NSF funding or participating on the research project has been completed.

The PI shall ensure that all trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) complete their required courses within eight (8) weeks of being supported by or participating in a NSF sponsored research project and shall maintain the documentation for such training.

The PI shall ensure that the continuing education in the form of mentored activities is provided to all trainees (undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers) and shall maintain the documentation for such mentored activities.

The PI shall remove any trainee (undergraduate student, graduate student and postdoctoral researcher) from the research project if training requirements are not completed and shall notify the Office of Grants and Contracts of such action when taken.  

While training plans are not required to be included in proposals submitted to NSF, the PI shall maintain and produce documentation to support the training requirement if requested by NSF, the Office of Grants and Contracts or other appropriate auditing authorities.   
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� Training requirements for Human Subjects and/or Use of Animals shall be met separately from the RCR training requirement and shall be completed prior to their participation in the research.
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