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                                Preparing leaders for government and nonprofits

                            

                            
                                Learn more about our programs
                            


                    

                

        

    

    
        
    
 
 
    



    Lead. Solve. Change. 


    
    



    


    Public affairs topics are at the center of almost every national debate. 

From education policy to affordable housing, criminal justice reform to energy independence, these issues affect our neighborhoods, our cities and our society as a whole. To move forward and find solutions, the country needs leaders and collaborators with in-depth knowledge and a long-term vision. 
Determined to make a difference in your community? 
As Colorado’s top school for public affairs, public administration and criminal justice, CU Denver School of Public Affairs is a great place to start.




    
    





    

Request Program Information
    
    













			
						Bachelor's programs
					
	
						Master's programs
					
	
						Doctoral program
					
	
						Certificate programs
					


		
					
						
						Learn more about our Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and Bachelor of Arts in Public Administration programs.
Request information


					

					
						
						Learn more about our Master of Criminal Justice, Master of Public Administration, and Master of Public Policy programs.
Request information


					

					
						
						Learn more about our Doctor of Philosophy in Public Affairs program.
Request information


					

					
						
						Learn more about our non-degree, graduate certificate programs.
Request information


					

		



    

    


    U.S. News & World Report 
2024 Best Graduate Schools rankings
#1 - Best Public Affairs Program in Colorado (#28 in USA)
#1 - Environmental Policy & Management in Colorado (#9 in USA)
#1 - Nonprofit Management in Colorado (#18 in USA)
#1 - Public Finance & Budgeting in Colorado (#18 in USA)
#1 - Public Management & Leadership in Colorado (#18 in USA)
#1 - Local Government in Colorado (#21 in USA)
#1 - Public Policy Analysis in Colorado (#29 in USA)
#2 - Online Graduate Criminal Justice Programs in Colorado (#19 in USA)

    
    





	


		View our upcoming courses





    

Application Deadlines
    
    













			
						Fall
					
	
						Spring
					
	
						Summer
					


		
					
						
						Bachelor's programs: July 31
Master's programs: August 1*
Doctoral program: February 1*
Certificate programs: August 21
*Applications are accepted for the fall term only for the accelerated Master of Public Administration  and  PhD in Public Affairs programs.
View admission requirements and application instructions


					

					
						
						Bachelor's programs: December 31

Master's programs: December 1*
Certificate programs: January 22
*Applications are accepted for the fall term only for the accelerated Master of Public Administration program.
View admission requirements and application instructions


					

					
						
						
Bachelor's programs: May 27
Master's programs: May 1*
Certificate programs: June 11
*Applications are accepted for the fall term only for the accelerated Master of Public Administration program.
View admission requirements and application instructions


					

		



    




    

    Degree Programs in Criminal Justice 

        
            Defend the innocent, use big data, solve crimes


        
            Our criminal justice programs prepare students for a changing workforce and continued learning. Some use their degree as a stepping stone to executive positions in law enforcement, crime analysis and human services, while others want to expand their knowledge of criminal justice before law school.
Browse our criminal justice programs.

        





    

    

    Degree Programs in Public Affairs 

        
            Put good policy ideas into practice


        
            Our programs in public affairs, public administration and public service prepare leaders for the government and nonprofit sectors. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 25 percent of all jobs are in these sectors, and with 30 percent of government employees eligible to retire in 2016, the demand for public administrators continues to rise.

Browse our public affairs programs.


        





    




    

    Certificate programs 

        
            Focus on your interests and passion


        
            Our certificate programs provide a great opportunity to add to your skills and knowledge in your particular area of interest, whether you want to advance in your current job or transition into a new one. Credits earned in certificate programs can be applied toward our master’s degree programs.
Browse our certificate programs.

        





    

    

    Professional & Leadership Development Programs 

        
            Strengthen your skills, grow your network


        
            The School of Public Affairs is home to nationally renowned programs that provide training to current and future leaders. From public managers to education policy experts, our program participants have developed new skills, expanded their networks and recharged their careers.
Browse our leadership training programs.
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                Attend our events

                            We host a robust program of events each year featuring distinguished practitioners, government and nonprofit leaders, media, and others. We hope you'll us!

                            Join our events mailing list

        

    












            
        
            
            

                

                    
                        
                            SPA Masters of Criminal Justice Overview Webinar


                        

                                                                    
                                                 Mar 13, 2024

                                             | 
12:00 PM  -  01:00 PM                                            

                                        




                                Cost/fee: Free                                


                        

    

                        
                            During this one-hour webinar, you will learn about our Masters of Criminal Justice Program. We will discuss course offerings, admission requirements, and how we prepare you to be a leader and change-maker in your field. You will have the opportunity to submit questions throughout the presentation.

                        

                

        
            
                    Add event to:
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	 Google Calendar


            


        
            
        
            
            

                

                    
                        
                            SPA Masters of Public Administration Overview Webinar


                        

                                                                    
                                                 Mar 14, 2024

                                             | 
12:00 PM  -  01:00 PM                                            

                                        




                                Cost/fee: Free                                


                        

    

                        
                            During this one-hour webinar, you will learn about the three different versions of the Master of Public Administration program (i.e. traditional, executive, accelerated). We will discuss course offerings, admission requirements, and how we prepare you to advance public service in Colorado and beyond. You will have the opportunity to submit questions throughout the presentation.
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	 Google Calendar


            


        
            
        
            
            

                

                    
                        
                            SPA Master of Public Policy Overview Webinar


                        

                                                                    
                                                 Mar 19, 2024

                                             | 
05:00 PM  -  06:00 PM                                            

                                        




                                Cost/fee: Free                                


                        

    

                        
                            During this one-hour webinar, you will learn about our Masters of Public Policy Program. We will discuss course offerings, admission requirements, and how we prepare you to design, analyze, influence, and implement policy in your field. You will have the opportunity to submit questions throughout the presentation.
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                            SPA Accelerated One-Year Masters of Public Administration Overview Webinar


                        

                                                                    
                                                 Mar 21, 2024

                                             | 
12:00 PM  -  01:00 PM                                            

                                        




                                Cost/fee: Free                                


                        

    

                        
                            Join this special one-hour webinar where you will learn about our Accelerated (one year) Master of Public Administration Program from our Recruitment and Admissions Senior Professional and an Accelerated MPA Alumni, Amanda Dian. We will discuss course offerings, admission requirements, and more. You will have the opportunity to submit questions throughout the presentation.
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					Six Questions for MPA ’22 Alum Yazmin Castillo, Development Coordinator at Girls Inc. of Metro Denver
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Feb 14, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Ellen Patterson 

					
				
			

			




				Yazmin Castillo currently works on the development team at Girls Inc. of Metro Denver, where she has had the privilege of contributing to impactful projects aimed at inspiring all girls to be strong, smart, and bold. Her journey with Girls Inc. began nearly 8 years ago as a work-study student through CU Denver, and since then, Yazmin has worn many hats within the organization.

				
					Full story
				
			
		

	
	

					
						
					


		
		
			
					Online MCJ Program Ranked Among Top 20 Programs in Nation for Online Graduate Criminal Justice
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Feb 7, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Toula Wellbrook 

					
				
			

			




				The Master of Criminal Justice (MCJ) program at the University of Colorado Denver School of Public Affairs is ranked among the top 20 programs in the nation according to U.S. News & World Report’s Best Online Master’s in Criminal Justice Programs rankings for 2024.

				
					Full story
				
			
		

	
	

					
						
					


		
		
			
					Six Questions for MPA ’09 Alum Melanie Lewis Dickerson, Director at Community Solutions
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Jan 31, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Ellen Patterson 

					
				
			

			




				As a Director at Community Solutions, Melanie works directly with communities and partners to build and improve systems to end homelessness using data, quality improvement and problem-solving tools from multiple sectors. She is a leader on the Built for Zero team, where she oversees a portfolio of large-scale change partnerships and social impact investments in the United States and abroad. Prior to joining Community Solutions in 2014, Melanie spent six years with the City and County of Denver where she served as the Partnerships Manager for Denver’s Road Home, focusing on policy development, regional collaboration and strategic partnerships.

				
					Full story
				
			
		

	
	

					
						
					


		
		
			
					Six Questions for MPA ’22 Alum Deena Duwaik, Language Access Planner at the Agency for Human Rights and Community Partnerships, City and County of Denver
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Jan 24, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Ellen Patterson 

					
				
			

			




				Over the past decade, Deena Duwaik’s unwavering commitment has been directed towards serving diverse communities, spanning regions across the globe – Jordan, Morocco, Thailand, and Kenya. Coming from a family of Palestinian refugees, Deena has a special place in her heart for immigrant and refugee communities that feeds her passion for this work. In her current role with the Human Rights and Community Partnerships Agency at the City and County of Denver, Deena is dedicated to supporting government entities in cultivating the most inclusive and accessible processes for their programs. This involves navigating the intricate web of policies to ensure that services effectively reach and serve diverse community members.

				
					Full story
				
			
		

	
	

					
						
					


		
		
			
					Six Questions for MPA ’91 and Rocky ’00 Alum Chuck Reid, Founder of The Choice Is Yours
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Jan 17, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Ellen Patterson 

					
				
			

			




				Beginning as a Traffic Engineering intern in Englewood in 1989 and leaving as the Assistant City Manager 5 years later, Chuck Reid also served as Fraser’s town manager from 1995-2004 and Federal Heights’ City Manager from 2004-2007. Hopping then to the private sector, he spent 13 years at CliftonLarsonAllen providing outsourced management to mainly Title 32 entities, and then spent two years working full-time for the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority. Following the pandemic, Chuck took a couple years off from work, and this year opened The Choice Is Yours, LLP, which provides contract services to local governments and nonprofit organizations.

 

				
					Full story
				
			
		

	
	

					
						
					


		
		
			
					Six Questions for DCLF ’20 Alum Colleen Maleski, Senior Associate at GBSM
			

			

			
				
					
						
							Jan 10, 2024
						
					
					


					



							by 
								Ellen Patterson 

					
				
			

			




				Colleen Maleski is a public affairs and management consultant for GBSM, supporting nonprofit and government clients to improve organizational processes, effectively communicate with key audiences, and meaningfully include community members they serve in their decision-making processes. Previously, at StriveTogether, she supported more than 70 communities to facilitate cross-sector collaboration to improve student outcomes through continuous improvement, events, trainings, grants, and community co-design. Colleen started her career in corporate social responsibility, executive communications, and public affairs at Raytheon.

				
					Full story
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