BATTERED WOMEN AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM - PAD 5930
University of Colorado at Denver

Graduate School of Public Affairs

Class:

August 15-17, 2006 & January 6-7, 2007

Instructor:  
Dr. Angela Gover 

Office: 

1380 Lawrence Street Center, Suite 500

PHONE:

(303) 556-5987

EMAIL:

Angela.Gover@cudenver.edu

Office Hours:
By appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The purpose of this course is to examine the criminal justice system’s response to domestic violence by focusing on the interactions between battered women and the individual components of the criminal justice system (law enforcement and the judiciary).  By exploring these dynamics and connections, this course will address the theory, history, research, legislation, and policy implications related to the criminal justice system’s response to violence against women. This course is divided into three parts: 1) the context of the problem, 2) the evolving police response, and 3) the role of prosecutors and courts.  The first component of the class will focus on issues related to the measurement of domestic violence, evaluating domestic violence research, and the Violence Against Women Act of 1994.  The second component of the class will focus on how the law enforcement response to domestic violence has changed over time and lessons learned from these policy changes.  The final component of the course will focus on judicial system response to domestic violence in terms of no-drop prosecution policies, specialized domestic violence courts, batterer treatment programs, and protection orders.  The structure of the course will include lectures, class discussion, and videos.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Mid-Term Exam


40%


Final Exam



40%

Research Article Assignment
10%

Participation



10%

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION:

Graduate students are required to attend all course meetings.  Participation is judged by preparation for class (completing all required readings before class) and participation in class discussions.  Class participation comprises 10% of your overall course grade.
EXAMS:

There will be a take-home mid-term examination (worth 40% of the final course grade) and a take-home final examination (worth 40% of the final course grade).   Exams will cover assigned readings and lecture material.  The mid-term exam will be distributed to students at the end of class on August 17, 2006, and will be due via email on September 1, 2006.  The final exam will be distributed on January 7, 2006, and the due date is TBA.  Grading will be based on clarity of concepts, organization of answers, and the accuracy and integration of ideas.  
RESEARCH ARTICLE ASSIGNMENT:
You are required to select a research article that assesses and examines an approach taken by the criminal justice system to respond to domestic violence.  You cannot use a research article from your list of course readings. You will provide and overview and summary of the article including a critique of the methodology and data utilized, an explanation of how your article overlapped with the other assigned readings, and the social and/or policy implications of your article. The assignment will be distributed at the end of the class meetings in August and will be due by October 2, 2006.  

REQUIRED TEXT:
Buzawa, E.S., & Buzawa, C.G.  (2003). Domestic Violence: The Criminal Justice Response (3rd edition).  Sage Publications, Inc.

READING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
Part I: Context of the Problem (reading completed for the August class meetings)
Buzawa & Buzawa (2003) Chapters 1-4.

Bachman, R. (2000). Comparison of annual incidence rates and contextual characteristics of intimate-partner violence against women from the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) and the National Violence Against Women Survey (NVAWS). Violence Against Women, 6, 839-867.
Beeman, S.K. (2002). Evaluating violence against women research reports. National Resource Center on Domestic Violence.

Clark, K.A., Biddle, A., & Martin, S. L. (2002). A cost-benefit analysis of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994. Violence Against Women, 8, 417-428. 

Ford, D. A., Bachman, R., Friend, M., & Meloy, M. (2002). Controlling violence against women: A research perspective on the 1994 VAWA’s criminal justice impacts. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, NIJ.
Miller, N. (2004). Domestic violence: A review of state legislation defining police and prosecution duties and powers. Working paper prepared by the Institute for Law and Justice.

Parmley, A.M. (2004). Violence against women research post VAWA: Where have we been, where are we going? Violence Against Women, 10, 1417-1430. 
Part II: The Evolving Police Response (reading completed for the August class meetings)

Buzawa & Buzawa (2003) Chapters 5-10.

Binder, A., & Meeker, A.W. (1993). Implications of the failure to replicate the Minneapolis experimental findings. American Sociological Review, 58, 886-888.
Chesney-Lind, M. (2002). Criminalizing Victimization: The unintended consequences of pro-arrest policies for girls and women. Criminology and Public Policy, 2, 81-90. 
Coker, D. (2001). Feminism and the criminal law: Crime control and feminist law reform in domestic violence law: A critical review. Buffalo Criminal Law Review, 4, 801-848.

*Erez, E., & Belknap, J. (1998). In their own words: Battered women’s assessment of the criminal processing system’s responses. Violence and Victims, 13, 151-168. 

Maxwell, C.D., Garner, J.H., & Fagan, J.A. (2001). Effects of arrests on intimate partner violence: New evidence from the spouse assault replication program.  National Institute of Justice Research in Brief (NCJ# 188199).
*Miller, S. (1989). Unintended side effects of pro-arrest policies and their race and class implications for battered women: A cautionary note. Criminal Justice Policy Review, 3, 299-316.
Parnas, R.I. (1967). The police response to the domestic disturbance.  Wisconsin Law Review, 2, 914-960.
Robinson, A. (2000). The effects of a domestic violence policy change on police officers’ schemata. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 27, 6000-624. 
Sherman, L.W., & Berk, R.A. (1984). The specific deterrent effects of arrest for domestic assault. American Sociological Review, 49, 261-272.

Smith, A. (2000). It’s my decision, isn’t it? A research note on battered women’s perceptions of mandatory intervention laws. Violence Against Women, 6, 1384-1402.

Toon, R., & Hart, B. (2005). Layers of meaning: Domestic violence and law enforcement attitudes in Arizona. U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women (NCJ# 212533). 
Part III: What Happens After Arrest?  The Role of the Prosecutors and the Courts (reading completed for the January class meetings)

Buzawa & Buzawa (2003) Chapters 11-15.

Hartman, J., & Belknap, J. (2003). Beyond the gatekeepers: Court professionals’ self-reported attitudes about and experiences with misdemeanor domestic violence cases. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 30, 249-373.
Davis, R.C., Smith, B.E., & Taylor, B. (2003). Increasing the proportion of domestic violence arrests that are prosecuted: A natural experiment in Milwaukee. Criminology and Public Policy, 2, 263-282. 

DeJong, C., & Burgess-Proctor, A. (2006).  Summary of personal protection order statutes in the United States. Violence Against Women, 12, 68-88.

Gover, A.R., MacDonald, J.M., Alpert, G.P. (2003). Combating domestic violence: Findings from an Evaluation of a local domestic violence court. Criminology and Public Policy, 3, 109-132.
Jackson, S., Feder, L., Forde, D.R., Davis, R.C., Maxwell, C.D., & Taylor, B. (2003). Batterer intervention programs: Where do we go from here? Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, NIJ.
Karan, A., Keilitz, S., & Denard, S. (1999). Domestic violence courts: What are they and how should we manage them? Juvenile & Family Court Journal, 71, 75-86.
Schmidt, J., & Steury, E.H. (1989). Prosecutorial discretion in filing charges in domestic violence cases. Criminology, 27, 487-510. 
*Do not have .pdf files for these articles.
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