




UCD Department of Philosophy

Course Descriptions

Spring 2012
PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25222
Sec. 001
MW
8:00am-9:15am
D. Mehring

This introductory course will examine the position of five major philosophers (Plato, Epicurus, the Stoics, Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche) on perennial philosophical conundrums: What is the good life? Is there life after bodily death? In addition to reading and discussing the philosopher’s original writings that deal with the “Big Questions”, we will read Alain de Botton’s The Consolations of Philosophy that demonstrates how Philosophy can help us with the “small questions”.  Does it require a lot of money to be genuinely happy?  How can one calmly and pleasantly deal with life’s daily frustrations?  How can one deal philosophically with a broken heart?
PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

 Call No. 25224
Sec. 002
TR
12:30pm-1:45pm  
M. Tanzer


This course will examine fundamental philosophical issues, primarily, although not exclusively, in the theory of knowledge and in ethics.  The first half of the course, focusing on the theory of knowledge, will examine the thought of Plato and of David Hume; while the second half of the course, focusing on ethics, will look at the ethical theories of John Stuart Mill and of Immanuel Kant.  This section of the course will also look at how the ethical theories of Mill and Kant have been applied to the problem of animal rights, by Peter Singer and Tom Regan. 

PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25225
Sec. 003
TR
2:00pm-3:15pm
M. Bauer

The course will explore classic questions in epistemology and metaphysics: What can we claim to know with any certainty? How can we identify misleading appearance, error, or illusion? What is the nature of reality and truth? 
PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25226
Sec. 004
MW
12:30pm-1:45pm
B. Lisle

This course aims at helping students develop their skills at interpreting texts, critical thinking, and argumentative writing, while introducing them to a series of fundamental problems in philosophy. We will study (1) skepticism about the external world; (2) free will and moral responsibility; (3) the nature of morality; (4) arguments for the existence of God; and if time permits (5) the problem of personal identity.
PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25227
Sec. 005
TR
3:30pm‑4:45pm
M. Bauer


Same as Section 003

PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25228
Sec. 006
TR
9:30am‑10:45am
B. Lisle




Same as Section 004

PHIL1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25229
Sec. 007
MW
2:00pm‑3:15pm
 D. Reeves

This course will introduce some of the central topics of Western philosophy as they have been raised and dealt with by several influential thinkers. Rather than reading about these thinkers, you will read works written by them, as well as by contemporary philosophers who have been inspired by their work. Some specific issues that have engaged philosophers throughout history may be focused on such as: 1) the nature and limits of knowledge, 2) the nature of mind, body and consciousness, 3) free will and determinism, 4) ethics, obligation/duty and 5) issues in political and social philosophy.


PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25233
Sec. E01


D. Mehring



Same as Section 001


See  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ HTTP://WWW.CUONLINE.EDU.  



$100 course fee.  Call 303-556-6505 for more information.  

PHIL 1012-3  
Introduction to Philosophy

Call No. 25234
Sec. E02


D. Mehring
          
           Same as Section 001
           

See  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ HTTP://WWW.CUONLINE.EDU.  



$100 course fee.  Call 303-556-6505 for more information.  

PHIL 1020-3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25235
Sec. 001
MW
9:30am-10:45am
G. Zamosc-Regueros

This course seeks to familiarize students with the study of ethics and ethical issues in philosophy. During the first half of the class we will focus on some of the most important ethical theories: virtue ethics, deontological ethics, consequentialist ethics. We will examine these theories from a historical and contemporary perspective. In the second half of the course we will turn our attention to the practical application of these theories by examining some of the ethical problems we face today. These will include: abortion, the right to die, our obligations to near and distant people, parental control of children, the moral status of animals and the environment, among others.
PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25236
Sec. 002
MW
2:00pm-3:15pm
S. Walker

The purpose of this course is to provide the student with useful tools for solving ethical problems.  We will investigate major positions from the philosophic tradition of ethics from Plato to Sartre.  We will work toward the understanding of moral terminology and the development of moral reasoning through the examination of contrasting ethical theories.  We will consider such issues as virtue, rights, and our obligations to others.
PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25237
Sec. 003
TR
2:00pm-3:15pm
 D. Hildebrand

All who live in this world must choose what to do. Yet to live in the world we must live with people. When we make choices involving people we are engaged in ethical activity. Ethical debates arise from those situations where there is disagreement about: 1) how we should treat others and 2) the reasons (or arguments) for treating them in one way rather than another.  This course will examine specific ethical theories as well as more concrete issues such as abortion, the death penalty, sexual morality, and the environment, etc. Our goal will be to gain a better understanding by reading, thinking, and talking carefully and critically.
PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25238
Sec. 004
TR
8:00am-9:15pm
Staff

Ethics is the philosophical study of human values, norms and morality. It sets out to understand and justify moral beliefs within the larger context of social and political philosophy and to critically analyze those beliefs and practices. Some specific moral and social problems may be focused on such as abortion sexuality, the death penalty, euthanasia, and individual rights opposed to societal rights.

PHIL1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25239
Sec. 005
TR
9:30am-10:45pm
S. Walker



Same as Section 002

PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25240
Sec. 006
MW
11:00am-12:15pm
D. Reeves

All who live in this world must choose what to do. Yet to live in the world we must live with people. When we make choices involving people we are engaged in ethical activity. Ethical debates arise from those situations where there is disagreement about: 1) how we should treat others and 2) the reasons (or arguments) for treating them in one way rather than another.  This course will examine specific ethical theories as well as more concrete issues such as abortion, the death penalty, sexual morality, and the environment, etc. Our goal will be to gain a better understanding by reading, thinking, and talking carefully and critically.
PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25241
Sec. 007
TR
11:00am-12:15pm
D. Hildebrand


See Section 003
PHIL 1020‑3  
Introduction to Ethics & Society

Call No. 25242
Sec. E01
Online

D. Craig


See  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ HTTP://WWW.CUONLINE.EDU.  



$100 course fee.  Call 303-556-6505 for more information.  

What is ethics? What role does ethics play in human life—socially and individually, historically and today? What are some of the dominant theories of ethics, and how do they compare to one another? Finally, given the diversity of ethical perspectives available to us, how can we decide which is best? This course will address this set of questions (and others related to them) through an approach to ethics in three stages. First, we will explore how ethical reasoning is precipitated in situations of moral conflict by considering the case of Antigone in Sophocles’ Antigone and of Socrates in Plato’s Crito. Second, we will examine and compare the ethical positions of three key figures from the history of moral philosophy—Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill and Friedrich Nietzsche. Third, we will select three controversial, contemporary issues, approach them as ethical quandaries, and bring lessons from earlier in the semester to bear upon them, allowing these issues to be seen and evaluated afresh. By semester’s end, not only will students have a better understanding of what ethics is; they will have the tools to make more sophisticated ethical decisions of their own.
PHIL 2441-3  
Logic and Language

Call No. 25243
Sec. 001
TR
2:00pm-3:15pm
Staff

This course is an introduction to some of the traditional issues in both informal and formal logic.  During the term we will discuss topics such as the relation between language and argument, argumentative fallacies, deductive reasoning (sentential logic), and inductive reasoning.  We will also examine the structure, analysis, function, and evaluation of arguments.  Once we have familiarized ourselves with the quasi-formal task of argument analysis, in the last few weeks of this course, we will utilize our new tools in the investigation of several particular philosophical arguments.
PHIL 2441-3  
Logic and Language

Call No. 25244
Sec. E01


Staff

 
Same as Section 001



See  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ HTTP://WWW.CUONLINE.EDU.  



$100 course fee.  Call 303-556-6505 for more information.  

PHIL 3022-3 
Modern Philosophy

Call No. 25246
Sec. 001
TR
9:30am-10:45am
C. Shelby

The period of Western philosophy commonly referred to as “modern” (roughly the end of the 16th century to the end of the 18th century) is often presented as a period narrowly focused on questions of epistemology: questions concerning the nature and extent of human knowledge.  In our course we will examine some of these basic epistemological themes, while attempting to broaden that scope a bit by also surveying some of the metaphysical themes that modern thinkers inherit from classical and medieval philosophy.  We will be reading and discussing texts by Descartes, Leibniz, Spinoza, Locke, Hume, and Kant.  Some of the basic questions we will be addressing are as follows: how does the strictly causal realm of matter in motion relate to the mental, subjective character of knowledge, and what can we claim about the nature of subjectivity within that relation?  Similarly, can philosophy establish a foundation for knowledge that can save scientific inquiry from the challenges of skepticism?   

PHIL 3200-3 
Social and Political Philosophy

Call No. 25247
Sec. 001
MW
9:30am-10:45am
S. Walker


We will consider major issues in the history of political philosophy.  In particular we will consider the impact different conceptions of human nature have on both the choice of political philosophy the method for its development.  We will read such philosophers as Plato, Hobbes, Marx, Sartre, Nozick, Rawls, and Jagger. 
PHIL 3350-3  
Metaphysics

Call No. 25248
Sec. 001
TR
12:30pm-1:45pm
C. Shelby

The world is a very odd place, when you think about it.  Who, for example, am I?  Not me in particular, but any of us—what is it that accounts for personal identity?  The mind?  Well, what is a mind?  Does the concept of artificial intelligence make sense?  Is time travel possible?  What is time, anyway?  Does quantum physics make sense?  Then why does the world seem to be so stable, rather than “tending” to be certain ways?  These are just a few of the questions we will consider as we take on the world with unfettered curiosity, with what Zen Buddhists might refer to as “the beginner’s mind”.
PHIL 3500-3  
Ideology and Culture: Racism and Sexism 
Call No. 25250
Sec. 001
TR
12:30pm-1:45pm
B. Lisle


This course explores, in detail, the way ideology functions within culture. Particular attention will be placed on the way ideological forces work to foster and maintain racist and sexist forms of thought and behavior.  We will begin by analyzing the nature and scope of ideological forces as cultural forces, and then we will explore various ways certain contemporary thinkers claim it may be possible to resist or eliminate racist and sexist thinking within an individual and collectively.  One basic question we will be asking is: to what extent can one escape ideologically founded thinking?  Is it possible, in other words, for one to gain a self-critical relation to one’s own culture, especially since cultural traditions seem to entail ideological forces that mask themselves within the guise of common sense or conventional wisdom?

PHIL 3500-3  
Ideology and Culture: Racism and Sexism 
Call No. 25251
Sec. E01  


B. Goodrich


See  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ HTTP://WWW.CUONLINE.EDU.  



$100 course fee.  Call 303-556-6505 for more information.  


This course is an examination of the individual concepts of ideology, culture, racism, and sexism.  More importantly, it is an examination of the relationships and dependencies between and among these concepts.  Facile attempts to explain any of these concepts such that they seem anything less than complex, complicated, and interdependent will neither be offered nor will they be encouraged.  Students will be both the subjects and the objects of inquiry since each of us has an ideology and a culture and each of us has been the originator or the target of racism and sexism.  We will attempt to step outside of our own ideology, culture, race and sex (as nearly as this is possible) to examine the concepts, their social and political meanings and power, and our own participation in them.  This course will muddy the waters, as it were, rather than clarify and simplify.  It will provide many more questions than answers.
PHIL 3550-3  
Philosophy of Death and Dying
 
Call No. 25319
Sec. H01  
F
1 p.m.-5 p.m.
D. Mehring



(Meets Jan. 27, Feb. 24, Mar. 30, and April 27)

PHIL 3981-3  
Chinese Philosophy-Culture

Call No. 27413
Sec. 001
MW
3:30pm-4:45pm
S. Coggan


China is a fascinating world with its own characteristic orientation to philosophical questions.  Chinese thinkers produced the "Flowering of a Hundred Schools of Thought" in the Axial Age, the same period of time in which philosophy was coming to birth in ancient Greece.  Covers some of the Chinese "logic" and the later schools of Neo-Confucianism, Neo-Taoism and Chinese Buddhism.

PHIL 4260/5260-3  
Philosophy of Law
 
Call No. 25258/25262
Sec. 001
W
5:00pm-7:50pm
P. Means

Surveys theoretical positions on the nature of law, with particular emphasis on American Law. Prereq:  PHIL 3002 or 3022, a minimum grade of "C"  in each previous philosophy course, or permission of instructor
PHIL 4770/5770         Hegel




    
   
    Call No. 25456/25325
Sec. 001
            W


  5 pm-7:50pm

                                  C. Kautzer

G. W. F. Hegel (1770-1831) is arguably the most challenging figure in the Continental tradition of philosophy. His attempt to incorporate all of nature and human experience into a historically dynamic, yet unified, philosophical system was foundational to Marxism, phenomenology, and post-structuralism. In this course we focus on Hegel’s Encyclopedia Logic (1817-30), Phenomenology of Spirit (1807), and Philosophy of Right (1821), and investigate Hegel’s claim that the path to true philosophy is a “path of despair,” which, as it happens, leads through his own thought. Prereq: PHIL 3002 or 3022, a minimum grade of "C" in each previous philosophy course, or permission of instructor. Cross-listed with PHIL 5770. 
PHIL 4780/5780         Heidegger




    
    Call No. 25324/25325
Sec. 001
           TR


  3:30 pm-4:45pm

                     M. Tanzer

This course will examine some key writings of Martin Heidegger, one of the most important philosophers of the 20th Century.  We will begin with a study of Heidegger’s Being and Time, which is representative of his early phenomenological pursuit of the meaning of Being.  We will then study the Introduction to Metaphysics, which exhibits the later Heidegger’s renewed approach to the Being question.  Issues emphasized will include Heidegger’s critique of the subject/object distinction, his conception of finitude and death, and his interpretation of ancient Greek thought, all in the context of his inquiry into the nature of Being. 
PHIL 4790/5790-3
Nietzsche



                              Call No. 25259/26821
Sec. 001

MW


      2:00pm-3:15pm
                  G. Zamosc-Regueros

In this course we will examine the thought of Friedrich Nietzsche through some of his most important and influential works. Some of the texts we will read include: The Birth of Tragedy, The Untimely Meditations, The Gay Science, Beyond Good and Evil, The Genealogy of Morals and Twilight of the Idols. One explicit aim of the class will be to explore whether and how Nietzsche’s thought changed during the course of his intellectual development. Another goal will be to try to understand not just Nietzsche’s various criticisms of the philosophical tradition but his positive contributions to it as well: that is, the ideals and values he sought to promote.

PHIL 4810/5833-3
Aristotle





    Call No. 25322/25344
Sec. 001
 M
5:00pm-7:50pm
R. Metcalf

Aristotle—known simply as “The Philosopher” during the Middle Ages—remains a crucial source for contemporary philosophers, and above all with respect to ethics, political philosophy and rhetoric.  In this course we will focus on those texts wherein Aristotle’s continuing influence on the present is most alive:  specifically, his Nicomachean Ethics, Politics and Rhetoric.  Some attention will be given to how these texts impacted twentieth century philosophy—for example, in Martin Heidegger’s and Hans-Georg Gadamer’s reawakening of philosophical hermeneutics.

PHIL 4812/5812-3
Special Topics: Philosophy of Biology


    Call No. 25321/25341

Sec. 001
 R
5:00pm-7:50pm
M. Bauer

The course will explore classic questions in epistemology and metaphysics: What can we claim to know with any certainty? How can we identify misleading appearance, error, or illusion? What is the nature of reality and truth? 
PHIL 4812/5812-3
Special Topics: Pessimism and Optimism

    Call No. 25321/25341

Sec. E01
 Online

D. Mehring

Virtually everyone asks the life-question, “Is it better to live my life as an Optimist or a Pessimist?” In answering this life-question, we will read, criticize, and appreciate a wide range of Classical Philosophers (e.g., Schopenhauer, Voltaire, Leibniz, Plato, Aristotle, and Hobbes) as well as contemporary thinkers such as Positive Psychologists and Contrarian Thinkers who defend Anti-Optimistic views.   

PHIL 4833/5833-3
Existentialism

 

 

   Call No. 37263/37265
Sec. 001

R


      5:00pm – 7:50pm

                     M. Talero


In the 19th and 20th centuries, the philosophical movement called Existentialism radically transformed many aspects of contemporary cultural life, from the personal and the artistic to the conceptual and the political.  The existentialist emphasis on the primacy of human freedom is arguably one of the most life-transformative ideas you will encounter in philosophy.  Central topics will include freedom, responsibility, anxiety, moral hypocrisy, sexuality, embodiment and language.  Recommended background: At least ONE of the following: Phil. 3002 (Ancient), Phil. 3022 (Modern), Phil. 3160 (Ethics and Community) OR permission of the instructor.  

PHIL 5013-3

Philosophical Problems in the Social Sciences

              Call No. 27028
Sec. 001

M


      5:00pm – 7:50pm


         O. Swartz
PHIL 5755-3

Philosophical Psychology

             
                            Call No. 26793
Sec. 001

T


      5:00pm – 7:50pm


     M. Bookman


Debates about psyche and body, mind and world, self and others, and consciousness and nature, have generated both philosophical and psychological theories. This course will examine the philosophical questions that arise within theories of perception, affect, and cognition offered by influential psychological models. Contributions of Bergson, Husserl, Heidegger, Freud, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, Lacan, Derrida, Piaget, and Habermas among others will be addressed. We will ask whether natural science provides a sufficient theoretical framework for studying the human mind and human behavior, question the “medical/disease” model currently used in psychotherapy, and evaluate the role of cognitive perplexity, emotional struggle, and reflection in our lives.  We will explore the role of expression—everyday language, literature, and art—in these questions.
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