Scaffolding and Sequencing Writing Assignments
Scaffolding is the process of breaking down a larger writing assignment into smaller
assignments that focus on the skills or types of knowledge students require to successfully
complete the larger assignment. Sequencing is the process of arranging the scaffolded
assignments into an order that builds towards the larger writing assignment. This process
enables efficient and engaged student learning by allowing faculty to more effectively teach
concepts and assignments.
Benefits of Scaffolding and Sequencing
• For Students: Presents writing assignments as integrated activities; aligns writing with
course goals; creates discrete, manageable cognitive tasks; prepares students to think as
the larger assignment requires.
•

For Faculty: Allows for frequent intervention and guidance; uses response time more
effectively; facilitates student familiarity with the final draft; enables quicker and more
efficient grading.

Scaffolding and Sequencing
To effectively scaffold and sequence writing assignments, first identify the knowledge and
skills needed to complete the final writing assignment; then create a process for students to
follow and present it through a sequence of shorter assignments. This method can be broken
into five steps:
1. Establish a final writing assignment
2. Identify what course-specific knowledge is needed to complete final assignment
3. Identify what skills (2-3 verbs – See Bloom’s Taxonomy on p. 4) are needed to complete
final assignment
4. Identify the needed skills sequence (2-3 verbs) by tracing the verbs backward through
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Identify 2-3 additional skills/verbs that are needed to accomplish
each of the original skills/verbs (from Step 3)
5. Create an assignment sequence that focuses on and teaches the individual skills and
types of knowledge identified. Sequence assignments in an order that builds off of the
skills from the preceding assignment
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Scaffolding and Sequencing: Example
Class: Social Psychology 2462
1. Final Writing Assignment
• 4-5 page paper that a) identifies both a long-term problem of sustainability and a
possible solution, b) analyzes the solution, and c) synthesizes the problem and
solution in order to demonstrate the best practice for implementation
2. Knowledge Required
• Basic concepts of social psychology
• Understanding of sustainability problems
• Knowledge of pros and cons for solutions to sustainability problems
3. Skills
• Ability to identify the problem and solution
• Ability to analyze solution implementation
• Ability to synthesize solution with problem
4. Skills Sequence
• Identify = Choose and Define
o Define = State
• Analyze = Indicate and Demonstrate
o Indicate = Choose
o Demonstrate = Explain and Discuss
• Synthesize = Relate, Critique and Draw
o Relate = Show
o Critique = Apply and Describe
o Draw = Interpret
5. Assignments Sequence
• Sequence 1
o Pre-assignment 1.1: Choose a concept of social psychology discussed in
Chapter 2 and state it in your own words.
o Paper 1: Identify two concepts of social psychology discussed in Chapter 2.
Define the importance of these concepts in relation to sustainability.
•

Sequence 2
o Pre-assignment 2.1: Identify a long-term problem of sustainability (Chapter
5). Explain the significance of this problem.
o Pre-assignment 2.2: Using the long-term problem of sustainability identified
in Pre-assignment 2.1, indicate the impacts of the problem on a specific
population or area. Discuss the three most significant / dangerous impacts.
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o Paper 2: Demonstrate why one impact (from Pre-assignment 2.2) is more
significant / dangerous than the other impacts. Then, analyze the problem’s
long-term impact on sustainability in relation to the population selected.
•

Sequence 3
o Pre-assignment 3.1: Identify two potential solutions for the long-term
problem of sustainability identified in Paper 2. Apply the solutions to the
identified problem.
o Pre-assignment 3.2: Describe one of the theories of sustainability (Chapter
7) to the two identified solutions from Pre-assignment 3.1. Interpret both of
the solutions for their effectiveness to solve the sustainability problem.
o Paper 3: Show how the solutions positively affect the identified population.
Draw larger conclusions as to the feasibility of these solutions.

•

Sequence 4
o Pre-assignment 4.1: Critique two long-term problems of sustainability
(Chapter 9). Relate the problems to your specific population.
o Paper 4: Identify both a long-term problem of sustainability and a possible
solution. Analyze the solution, and synthesize the problem and solution in
order to demonstrate the best practice for implementation.

For further information on related concepts, please see the following handouts:
• Creating Effective Rubrics
• Evaluating Student Writing
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  Skills	
  	
  
Chart moves from easier skills, located at the top, to harder skills, located at the bottom. Each of the
categories presupposes that the student understands all the skills in the categories above it.
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